
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF A COVID COURTHOUSE 
 

1.  THOU SHALL BE PUNCTUAL. 

 This has always been important; but is even more so now that many appearances are by phone 

and the court is having to stick more tightly to its schedule.  If the time suggested for a hearing poses a 

conflict for you, say so when it is offered; not 10 minutes before the case is to be called. 

2.  THOU SHALL BE COURTEOUS 

 Again, this was always important but now it is critical.  Many folks are frustrated, frightened, 

frayed, frantic, or some combination thereof.  Your job is to achieve positive results for your client and 

that is easier when you make the experience less stressful for everyone. 

3.  THOU SHALL COMMUNICATE 

 Regularly check calls, e-mails, and texts and respond when necessary.  The practice of waiting to 

talk when you all get to court, aside from being rude and inefficient, will not endear you to your client or 

to your judge. 

4.  THOU SHALL WEAR A MASK 

 It doesn’t matter that you aren’t worried about getting the virus, you read on Facebook they 

don’t work, or you feel and look weird.  You might think you should get 60 days to file an appeal too – 

but you’re wrong!  Don’t show up without pants; don’t show up without a mask. 

5.  THOU SHALL MAKE GOOD HYGENIE A HABIT 

 Wearing a mask, washing your hands often and effectively, not touching your face, etc. seem 

weird because they are not yet habits.  We must all begin making them second nature when we are in 

the courthouse but also, necessarily, everywhere else we go. 

6.  THOU SHALL BE OPEN TO NEW APPROACHES 

 You are entitled to prefer the established way of doing things.  But if you insist on waiting for old 

style motion hours to return for example, you might be waiting for a while.  Constructive criticism is 

welcome, whining is not.  Be part of the solution and get with the program (or even help create it). 

7.  THOU SHALL THINK AHEAD 

 What documents do you need?  Have you charged your battery?  What was that number to call 

in on?  Attention to detail has always been the hallmark of a successful litigant.  New processes will 

require some new forethought.  Be prepared. 

8.  THOU SHALL GIVE EFFECTIVE NOTICE 

 Make sure the court knows how to get in contact with you, that opposing counsel does as well, 

and that any motion you file clearly indicates how and when it will be taken up.  Please do not file 

motions at the last moment; it’s important that everyone has a fair chance to participate. 

9.  THOU SHALL REMAIN MUTED WHEN NOT TALKING 

 If you are on a conference-call hearing, keep your connection on mute until you have something 

to say (or, better yet, until you are asked what you have to say).  Background noise makes the process 

very challenging.  Remember too that you are on the record. 

10.  THOU SHALL NOT SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF 

 Keep things in perspective.  Every case, and every client, matters.  But not every detail does. 


