COVID-19 and the Courts

An update from Chief Justice Minton

Update for November 20, 2020

Supreme Court amends court operations statewide to address escalating COVID cases

To address the surging cases, the Supreme Court has amended two orders to limit in-person proceedings and
restrict access to judicial facilities. The first, Administrative Order 2020-71, replaces Administrative Order 2020-
63 in its entirety. The second, Administrative Order 2020-72, replaces Administrative Order 2020-64 in its
entirety. Both orders will become effective Monday, Nov. 30, 2020, and pertain to all 120 counties.

The new orders adopt as mandates many of the recommendation distributed on Oct. 29, 2020, as counties
began moving into the red zone. These included the following:

» Limiting entrance to judicial facilities.

» Requiring remote hearings in all proceedings, except as specified in Administrative Order 2020-71.
» Postponing all jury trials until Feb. 1, 2021.

» Requiring grand juries to either be conducted remotely or suspended.

» Postponing all show cause dockets until Feb. 1, 2021.

» Requiring judicial sales to be conducted either remotely or outside and in accordance with CDC
guidelines.



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkycourts.gov%2Fcourts%2Fsupreme%2FRules_Procedures%2F202071.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAngelaBilewicz%40kycourts.net%7C01d6e9da96c449b772f208d88d6eb411%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637414854093896378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m7SyOgn63Zy9WdqIwV9Se%2FvARqHMlDHM7kFz512G1yM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkycourts.gov%2Fcourts%2Fsupreme%2FRules_Procedures%2F202072.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAngelaBilewicz%40kycourts.net%7C01d6e9da96c449b772f208d88d6eb411%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637414854093896378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RCnaadofTdhrnrdTrhfIAqhvy38aHtQWjQdpvopVEWE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentucky.gov%2FPages%2FActivity-stream.aspx%3Fn%3DKentuckyCourtofJustice%26prId%3D196&data=04%7C01%7CAngelaBilewicz%40kycourts.net%7C01d6e9da96c449b772f208d88d6eb411%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637414854093906334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DDziIdinUfi%2FRC3EE1KsM%2BF4XZ%2FxeITDX%2FUrwO40fVo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkycourts.gov%2Fcourts%2Fsupreme%2FRules_Procedures%2F202071.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CAngelaBilewicz%40kycourts.net%7C01d6e9da96c449b772f208d88d6eb411%7C56e9b0b51da640f9ad00f944fd870af4%7C0%7C0%7C637414854093906334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=q4yQTuQeFzrWfPXNEljmEwqdPzdezYm7%2FbffDXniyxo%3D&reserved=0

